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Quantity Always Trumps Quality

Nathan Bowers pointed me to this five year old Cool Tools entry on the book Art & Fear.

Nathan Bowers Cool Tools Art &




Fear

Although | am not at all ready to call software development "art" -- perhaps "craft" would be more
appropriate, or "engineering" if you're feeling generous -- the parallels between some of the advice
offered here and my experience writing software are profound.
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Where have | heard this before?

« Stop theorizing.
Write lots of software.
« Learn from your mistakes.

Quantity always trumps quality. That’s why the one bit of advice | always give aspiring bloggers is to
pick a schedule and stick with it. It's the only advice that matters, because until you've mentally
committed to doing it over and over, you will not improve. You can't.



When it comes to software, the same rule applies. If you aren’t building, you aren’t learning. Rather
than agonizing over whether you're building the right thing, just build it. And if that one doesn’t work,
keep building until you get one that does.

Just build it

Posted by Jeff Atwood
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